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The title of today’s sermon is: 

 “Which Way?” Part 1
Let us pray …

Isaiah 40:8 “The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God stands forever.”

Today’s sermon “Which Way” asks a most important question, and that is,  “Have We Lost Our Way?”

God blessed the mind of a young seventeen year old woman named Ellen Gould Harmon by giving her the spiritual gift of prophecy. She later married a young minister named James White and became known as Ellen G. White.
She made a very important statement found in Last Day Events - Page 72. She said, “In reviewing our past history, having traveled over every step of advance to our present standing, I can say, Praise God! As I see what the Lord has wrought, I am filled with astonishment, and with confidence in Christ as leader. We have nothing to fear for the future, except as we shall forget the way the Lord has led us, and His teaching in our past history.” LDE 72.1 

So how has the Lord led us in the past, and what is His teaching in our past history that we should not forget? 
For perspective, we need to take a look back at our courageous pioneers in this Advent movement.

When Baptist farmer William Miller was thirty-four years of age he became dissatisfied with his religious views. (He was a Deist.) The Holy Spirit impressed his heart, and he turned to the study of the Word of God. He found in Christ the answer to all his needs. His study led him to the great prophecies that pointed to the first and to the second advent of our Lord. The time prophecies interested him, particularly Daniel and The Revelation. In the year 1818, as a result of his study of the prophecies of Daniel 8 and 9, he came to the conclusion that Christ would come some time in the year 1843 or 1844. He hesitated until 1831 before he began to announce his findings. From his first public service we may mark the beginnings of the Advent movement in North America. 
Using a descriptive chart, similar to a copy shown here, in the months and years that followed, roughly 100,000 persons came to believe in the imminence of Christ’s second coming. They were called Millerites or Adventists. When Jesus did not come in 1843, 
the mistake of no zero year was found and a revised date of March 21, 1844 was established. When that failed, then they revised the date once more. October 22, 1844 was set for the conclusion of the 2300 years and the coming of Christ.

Following the great disappointment of 1844, Miller lived for several years. He fell asleep in Christ in 1849. A small chapel stands near his home in Low Hampton, New York, built by Miller before he died. In spite of his misunderstanding of the event that was to transpire in 1844, God used him to awaken the world to the nearness of the end and to prepare sinners for the time of judgment. 

Many of those Millerites, or Adventists as they were called, either went back to their old churches, or just plain gave up on religion entirely. But not so with everyone. A small group of young persons began to search the scriptures and came up with some startling revelations. Among that group of young people were:

Hiram Edson was a pioneer of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, known for introducing the investigative judgment doctrine to the church. Edson spent October 22, 1844 at his farm with friends waiting for the event, and was heart-broken when Jesus did not return as expected. 

On the morning of October 23 they were passing through Edson's corn field where he claimed to have seen a vision.

In this vision, Edson came to understand that "the cleansing of the sanctuary" meant that Jesus was moving from the Holy Place to the Most Holy Place in the heavenly sanctuary, and not to the Second Coming of Jesus to earth.

Edson shared what he believed he saw with many of the local Adventists who were greatly encouraged by his account. As a result Edson began studying the Bible with two of the other believers in the area, O. R. L. Crosier and Franklin B. Hahn, who published their findings in a paper called the Day-Dawn.

Many of the Adventist pioneers first began their work when they were teenagers.

Pioneers such as Ellen Gould Harmon, she was 17; 

John Loughborough, 14 ordained at age 22; missionary to California in 1868, then to Europe in 1878, held many positions of responsibility. 

John Nevins Andrews, 15, Intellectual & theologian, he made great strides in the development of church doctrines. John died of tuberculosis at age 54 in Basel, Switzerland.
Uriah Smith, 12, for about a half century he was the editor or on the editorial staff of the church paper, the Review and Herald. He is best known for his book, The Prophecies of Daniel and the Revelation and he was the one who wrote the song “O Brother Be Faithful.”
John Harvey Kellogg born February 26, 1852, grew up in the village of Battle Creek, MI and was raised in a devout Seventh-day Adventist family. He was familiar from an early age with the "healthy living" tenants advocated by his church. 

In 1866 church founders, Ellen and James White, opened a Health Reform Institute, where hydrotherapy, or the water cure, was practiced. The Institute was moderately successful but needed the firm hand of a full-time medical director. The Whites saw potential and helped finance John Harvey Kellogg's medical studies at the Bellevue Medical College in New York City.
Upon graduation in 1875, the young doctor Kellogg returned to Battle Creek and became medical superintendent of the Institute. He coined the term "Sanitarium" and changed the focus of the Health Reform Institute from hydrotherapy to medical and surgical treatment. In 1876, at age 24, Dr. John Harvey Kellogg became the staff physician at the Battle Creek Sanitarium, a position he would hold for 62 years.  

Kellogg continued his life-long dedication to education to improve his medical knowledge and surgical skills. He made several trips abroad to study medicine, surgery and physiology with leading European medical figures. Dr. Kellogg introduced several new techniques, primarily in abdominal surgery, and had an extraordinarily low mortality rate in the more than 22,000 operations he performed during his 67 year career. 

He took no fees for his work with the Sanitarium or for any of his surgeries. His entire personal income was derived from royalties from the nearly 50 books and medical treatises which he published during his long career. Dr. Kellogg wrote primarily about his principles of "biological living," constantly seeking to educate the public, as well as his peers in the medical profession, about the virtues of his health reform ideas.
The Battle Creek Sanitarium became Kellogg's laboratory for developing and promulgating his "Battle Creek Idea" ​ that good health and fitness were the result of good diet, exercise, correct posture, fresh air and proper rest. Through his vigorous efforts to promote and publicize the institution, Kellogg raised the Battle Creek Sanitarium to national prominence as a "place where people learn to stay well." 

The rich and famous flocked to Battle Creek, often making annual trips of several weeks. Here they were pampered in elegant surroundings while their bodies were restored to health with healthy diet and scientifically planned exercise. By 1888 the dormitory and treatment rooms could accommodate between 600 and 700 patients. 

In the early 1900s, Kellogg published The Living Temple, a book whose sale was intended to raise funds for the sanitarium. Several Adventist leaders, including A.G. Daniells and Ellen G. White, concluded that the book was pantheistic in its portrayal of the nature and work of the Holy Spirit. The theological disagreement led to a break, and in 1907, Kellogg took himself and the sanitarium out of the denomination. 

John Harvey Kellogg died on December 14, 1943, at the age of 91, still active as a physician and administrator. The doctor was famous for his 15 hour days, keeping two secretaries occupied transcribing his dictation. At his death, Kellogg held more than 30 patents for food products and processes , including breakfast cereals, as well as exercise, diagnostic and therapeutic machines. He is credited with developing such diverse products as peanut butter, a menthol nasal inhaler and the electric blanket.

Jesus testifies through the earthly prophet by visions and dreams. In the Bible there were prophetesses as well as prophets.  Deborah was a prophetess.  Anna, Huldah, and Miriam were all prophetesses. And Ellen Gould Harmon was chosen to the prophetic office. God first called her to be a spokesperson for Him in December 1844, the exact year that the Bible tells us the “time of God’s judgment” began.

Over her lifetime, Ellen White had an estimated 2,000 prophetic visions and dreams. As a young girl, due to a serious head trauma, her formal education ended at the third grade, and yet she wrote on a highly educated level.  

During her life, she wrote over 100,000 manuscript pages, an estimated 25 million words, which included well over 50 books, and she meets all the Bible tests for a true prophet. 

She wrote volumes on subjects she had never studied; setting forth principles and scientific facts that were unknown to the most learned men of her day, but today are accepted as proven scientific facts. And she has lectured to tens of thousands on three continents.

At Groveland, Massachusetts, in 1876 for more than an hour, she addressed her largest audience, estimated at 20,000, without the aid of a microphone. The Holy Spirit reaches the ears of those in attendance with the messages spoken.

Her book titled Education, has been read and given resounding praise by high educational officials around the world. Today, Seventh-day Adventists have 7, 842 educational institutions; 1969 secondary schools, 5,714 primary schools and 113 tertiary. There are enrolled 1,814,591 students around the world. 

HEALTH: God blessed the mind of Ellen White to write on health.  Her instructions for better health, which were so strange when she wrote them, are so normal today, and have been praised by various experts, books on health that baffle modern health experts with their accuracy. 
In 216 out of 238 countries listed by the United Nations, Seventh-day Adventists operate 175 hospitals and sanitariums, 136 nursing homes and retirement homes. 
Here is pictured the world renowned Loma Linda University Medical Center. 

Today Seventh-day Adventists have 63 publishing houses, publishing Christian literature in 365 languages using another 569 languages orally. This is a picture of the Review and Herald Publishing Association in Hagerstown, MD.

 The recent opening in 2002 of the first Seventh-day Adventist publishing house in Israel, "Chaim VeShalom," which is Hebrew for "Life and Peace," marked a milestone for the church, which has ministered in Israel well over 100 years. 

There are over 74,299 churches, and an additional 75,184 companies, as of June 30, 2013 a total membership of 17,994,120. World church is baptizing on average around 3,000 people a day. This would mean that on July 2, 2013, the church membership passed 18,000,000.
As of 2012, the world church has 13 Divisions, 52 Unions and 329 conferences. There are 18,182 ordained ministers and 255,982 employees. Tithe was 2,314,826,002.

Ellen White wrote a book on The Adventist Home.  Would homes be falling apart in the time of the end?  Would there be conflict between husbands and wives?  She wrote a book on how to have a happy home.   Keep in mind, the gift is not the person, the gift is the prophetic influence and instruction from Jesus!

Seventh-day Adventists don't consider her writings above the Bible, rather through the guidance of the gift of prophecy and the testimony of Jesus, people are directed back to the Bible. 

Through His prophet and over her lifetime, God gave specific instructions and the very blueprints to guide the church in every phase of denominational work.

 
The little group that came together in the 1800's, searched the scriptures and many of the Bible doctrines that we hold dear today, God led their minds to discover the real truth, confirmation often coming through God’s prophet after she was taken in vision.

They also caught the vision: “Expand.” Tens of thousands of consecrated medical missionaries around the world. 

The Seventh-day Adventist Church has a rich history and many of the pioneers played important roles in helping to shape its growth with God’s leading. There were however a number of problems that plagued the church through all of its years, from inception until our present day. 

So with a rock solid beginning and God leading His people, then in 2014 the question must be asked, are we still on rock solid ground or Have We Lost Our Way? WHY would I ASK SUCH A QUESTION?

The question must be asked because of APOSTASY. But first understand what apostasy is and where apostasy originated. 
The religious definition of apostasy would be a desertion or renunciation of one’s beliefs or principles.

The most beautiful and most intelligent of all created beings was first to apostatize. Lucifer said, “I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.” Isaiah 14:13, 14

In every decision: It is either “I Will” or it’s “God’s Will”
Why is there apostasy in God’s church? Herein lies the secret of APOSTASY as we read in AA 482.3. “God wishes us to have the mastery over ourselves. But He cannot help us without our consent and co-operation. The divine Spirit works through the powers and faculties given to man. Of ourselves, we are not able to bring the purposes and desires and inclinations into harmony with the will 
of God; but if we are "willing to be made willing," the Saviour will accomplish this for us, "Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.”    2 Corinthians 10:5. That was AA 482.3.
The GREATEST enemy to the SDA Church is the “I WILL” personality. The one who will not follow God’s specific directions, because he or she feels they have a better idea. 

A perfect example would be Cain and Able. Able understood that the sacrifice of the lamb for sin, represented the plan of salvation for sinners. He brought his sacrifice, a perfect lamb, as that was revealed to be God’s Will.

The very center of the sacrificial system was the lamb.  One day, there was a man named John, who was standing in water up to his waist in the River Jordan. He saw another man come walking out of the wilderness, and John pointed at him and said, 

John 1:29   “ Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” 
Abel’s sacrifice was accepted by God. So, what did Cain bring for a sacrifice?

He brought vegetables.  Cain said no to the will of God. He said I WILL bring something better. Being a farmer, he selected from his best crops. God rejected his sacrifice and Cain rose up and slew his brother in a fit of jealousy. The spirit of Lucifer was in the heart of Cain and in the heart of anyone who rejects the will of God for human planning and scheming.

And many today are allowing human reasoning and planning to bypass the expressed will of God. Pride says no, I WILL do it my way. And many there are that choose the broad road leading to destruction.

In these final days of the final generation, we know that Satan’s object of attack is God’s Church. 

There is no question that Satan wants the worship of every living person on planet earth. And he has achieved most of his goal.

Most except for the remnant of God’s Faithful ones. To them he has focused his extreme anger. As the scripture reads, 
“And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.”  Revelation 12:17 

With his giant intellect, his study of mankind has made him expert at manipulation and control of the minds of those not totally surrendered to Jesus. Inspiration tells us that his ability to deceive is TEN TIMES greater than in Christ’s time. If we are sober and vigilant, we can understand whether or not we are walking in the will of God, or being trapped in Satan’s devices.

The sad fact is that after years of creeping compromise, the church today is in a far greater state of apostasy than ancient Israel ever was. We have the tools and resources given in Scripture and the Spirit of Prophecy. We have the God-given blueprints for every area of denominational work.

In the corporate structure of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, there are many in leadership roles who are genuinely sincere in their worship of God; and we need to acknowledge that fact and pray for those leaders who are trustworthy servants true to their calling.
60 years ago almost all Seventh-day Adventists were in agreement on our doctrines and church standards. Little by little compromise lowered standards and doctrines were diluted with new theologies. Pluralism is rampant in many of our churches today.

How does the Laodicean church see itself today? Revelation 3:17 says, “Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; …”          This is how the church views it’s condition: 
We have marvelous schools of higher learning such as Loma Linda University; 
and this is the Southwestern Adventist  University.
This is another view of the campus of Southwestern Adventist  University

We have numerous hospitals world-wide such as the Bangkok Adventist Hospital in Thailand.
We have many large church buildings such as the Cloverdale Seventh-day Adventist Church in California.
Our World Headquarters of the Seventh-day Adventist Church is a beautiful edifice. Located in Silver Spring, Maryland, since 1989. The church headquarters building, known as the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, houses and supports the administration of one of the world's fastest growing churches. 

Question - Aren’t the accomplishments of seemingly sincere men, in building large hospitals to care for the health needs of the afflicted, and universities to educate the young who are the future leaders of the church, and the large beautiful churches, aren’t they all built to the honor and glory of God? 

Well just how does God see the Laodicean church today? Revelation 3:17 goes on to say, “…knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked” 

Question-Why does God not see the church today as its people see it? Why just look at what we have accomplished:
We have a church manual since 1932.  It is an excellent authority in all matters pertaining to the operation of the church. The early church fathers had to be wrong when they said we didn’t need one.

And look, we have replaced that old 3 angel’s logo with this beautiful logo that is very ecumenical and is therefore more widely accepted by the brethren of other denominations.

I think you are getting the drift, that a stubborn and proud leadership took the denomination off the pathway that God in His mercy had laid out for the church, and took it in a direction contrary to His will. Well this message is too long to do in one sitting, so I will do part 2, of “Which Way” next Sabbath.
Let us pray…
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